This 390-page pocket-sized softback is a slimmer and more concise version than the previous edition. The book provides an up-to-date, comprehensive summary of commonly used anaesthetic drugs. The format of the book consists of a glossary, followed by an A to Z listing of drugs, finishing with an index of drug derivation and an index of medical uses.
Although the number of drugs has decreased from 181 to 172, several new drugs have been included in this edition. The inclusion of drugs like dabigatran, Intralipid ® , rivaroxaban and sugammadex are a welcome update, as they are finding increasing relevance in modern anaesthetic practice. Drugs such as doxacurium and bretylium have been removed due to their increasing irrelevance. The choice of drugs is certainly subject to debate, especially with the inclusion of trichloroethylene, which has become redundant in modern anaesthesia.
The strength of this book is its format. Each drug is explained under a standardised set of subheadings which include uses, chemical, presentation, main action, mode of action, routes of administration, doses, effects, toxicity and kinetics. The text is easily readable and the format is clear and concise, allowing for quick access to specific information. It is aesthetically pleasing, with a contemporary presentation and a light red colour scheme used for subheadings.
The authors state that the handbook is intended to complement, rather than to replace, standard texts on pharmacology for anaesthetists. Although concise, the book does not utilise any tables or diagrams, which may have been helpful in explaining or comparing between drugs.
Overall, this book fulfils its goal as a quickreference pocket book. It would be a useful addition to the library of anyone who practises in anaesthesia.
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